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CRITICAL REMARKS, &c. 


HEN the leaders of the church, and the favourite 
preachers of the court begin to hold forth the an- 
tiquated doctrines of non- reſiſtance and paſſive obedience, 
it is time for this nation to take the alarm. Did they not 
think that the kingdom of flavery was at hand, and that 
our necks were ready for the yoke of deſpotiſm, they 
would never have ventured publicly to eſpouſe tenets, 
which have been at all times ſuch ſtumbling-blocks to the 
ſons of liberty. Cambridge, that chaſte matron, who re- 
ceived into her boſom the virtuous Grafton, ſet the exam- 
- Dr. Gordon preached before her a ſermon, in which 

e ſpoke with the utmoſt tenderneſs of the divine right of 


kings, to act as ſeemeth good in their own eyes; accord- 


ingly the loyal univerſity did not ſuffer ſuch a valuable 
light to be hid under a buſhel, but ordered the publication 
of this precious morſel of eloquence. Oxford, aſhamed to 
be outdone by a younger faſter, and to be robbed of her an- 
cient glory, in propagating the principles of ſlavery, found 
Dr. Nowel a willing champion in her cauſe. Imaginin 
that the hearts of men were turned, and become at! 
ſenſible of the indefeaſible right of princes, he ventured to 
tell the repreſentatives of the people from the pulpit, that 
e the people are not placed in their ſeveral ſtations by any 
compact or agreement of their own framing, that all au- 


thority, dominion and power, are derived from God to 
thoſe. 


1 
thoſe (that is to kings) whom he has delegated to be his 
miniſters and repreſentatives on earth.“ For theſe ſenti- 


ton, and the majority of the houſe. True it is, that the 
vote was afterwards eraſed with reluctance; had the friends 
of liberty been ſilent, the miniſtry and the majority would 
have been glad to have by ſtealth given their ſanction to 
this doctrine; its convenience, and indeed abſolute ne- 
ceſſity to their cauſe, at this juncture, is obvious. Being 
in diametrical oppoſition to their conſtituents, they know 
that the permanence of that authority, at which they aim, 
depends upon a general belief, that religion requires an 
unreſerved ſubmiſſion to the powers that are. Hence the 

ſtory of Korah, Dathan and Abiram, was liſtened to with 
erect ears. They could not help being pleaſed, in hearing 
George the Third compared to Moſes, and the murmuring 
people to the company that teſtified their diſſatisfaction 
with that prophet's conduct. But let us regularly attend 
the Dr. in his arguments. -He tells us firſt, that, how- 
ever much the hiſtory of the Jews might tempt us to 
conſider them as a ſtiff- necked people, and perverſe gene- 
ration, they were in fact no worſe than other nations. 
Britain-in particular has no reaſon to boaſt a ſuperiority, 
Do you deſire a proof ? The death of the Sieſed martyr 
was no leſs atrocious a crime, than the rebellion of 'Korah 
and of his 250 men of renown, It is to be hoped, for the 
honour of Moſes, that his cauſe was leſs exceptionable than 
that of Charles. Be this as it will, the Dr. ſeems to be 
ſorry, that the earth did not open upon our forefathers for 


their impiety, in riſing up againſt e Lord's anointed, and 
aſſerting 


oa 


alerting the rizhts of men; and, had he lived at that 
time, and poſſeſſed the power, I ſuppoſe his zeal would 
have prompted him to copy the example of the good Sa- 
muel, and to have hewed them in pieces with his cleaver 
on the altar of the lord. No biſhop, no king, was the 
adage of the weak and puſillanimous James; and the 
converſe of the propoſition, no king, no biſhop, is the 
creed of Dr. Nowel and the hierarchy. The more power 
is lodged in the hands of the ſovereign, the more power 
will he be able to delegate to his ſacred band, to his ſa- 
cerdotal troops. Hence our diſintereſted Dr. finds laws 
inſufficient to keep that monſter, that beaſt of many 
heads, the people, in awe : religious fears and terrors 
muſt be called in to their aid, and they muſt be taught to 
conſider the ſupreme magiſtrate as God's vice-gerent, or 
vicar- general on earth. In vain do you aboliſh the au- 
thority of the Pope of Rome in this iſland; your true 
churchmen will {till adhere to their antient ſuperſtition, 
and ſet up a new and more dangerous Pope of our own 
growth. They will ſtill be idolaters, and for the ſake of 
the offerings brought to his altar call for a viſible deity, 
for a molten calf, at whoſe ſhrine they may grow fat and 
ſleek. The clergy and the tories are intimately connected 
in principles and practice ; both thrive by the abaſement 
of the inferior orders of the people ; hence their favour is 
as eagerly ſought by eſtabliſhed families, as that of the 
Whigs, or friends of liberty, is by thoſe newly raiſed to the 
throne. The Brunſwick line ſaw and felt that the fa- 
vourites of the people were at firſt their only ſupport, but 
now they place all their dependence upon their oppreſ- 
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ſors, upon the direct abettors of ſlavery. How elſe is it, 
that we ſee Eis preſent majeſty compared to the holy mar- 
 #yr, to the wretched monarch who ſuffered and deſerved 


the block ? Some people, I own, deem him a real faint, 
and conſider the compariſon as a ſerious affront to the me- 


mory of Charles. Nor is this ſurprizing; Charles did 
not, like his _ majeſty, make a maxim of pardoning 


the worſt of murderers, he did not extend his mercy to 
Macquirks and Kennedys, and other rufhans, who made a 


trade of butchering thoſe who were the champions of the 
conſtitution and free election; yet, notwithſtanding this 


diſparity, there is certainly a reſemblance between his pre- 
ſent majeſty and the martyr, but to the misfortune of this 
nation, not in the moſt efſential point. 
Charlesquarrelled with his parliament, becauſe they would 
not concur with him in oppreſling the people. George is 
upon the beſt terms with his parliament, becauſe it is payed, 
becauſe it takes from the people the fundamental right of 
election, and without any enquiry makes up the deficien- 


cies of the civil liſt, as an inexhauſtible fund of corruption. 
Charles raiſed money and contracted debts by his own 


authority, and in diametrical oppoſition to parliament. 
George with the ſanction of parliament ſquanders away 
upon favourites, upon foſſils, upon watches and but- 
tons ten times more than would have made Charles the 
beſt of Princes. Charles, it is true, was apt to play the 
hypocrite, and retra& his word. George is an abſolute 
heart of oak—always true to his promiſe. Witneſs the 
punctuality with which he adhered to his engagements 


with Lord Chatham. When that noble patriot propoſed 


plans 


4 

plans of public utility, his majeſty was all attention and 
condeſcenſion. The ſcheme was to be adopted. No 
ſooner was Chatham's back turned but new counſels 
were adopted, and the immortal Pitt was thrown adrift 
upon the ocean of uncertainty. Hence his reſignation; 
hence the ſeceſſion of every honeſt manfrom the coun- 
cils of his majeſty, who now has none about him but the 
refuſe of the land, enemies to liberty, enemies to the 

ople, enemies to human nature. It was therefore with 
juſtice that Dr. Nowel faid that © the bright reſem- 
<« blance of thoſe princely virtues, which adorned. the 
« Royal Martyr, now ſhine forth in the perſon of our 
« gracious ſovereign.” 
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NUMBERS xvi. z. 


Ye TAKE Too MUCH UPON YOU, SEEING ALL THE CONGRE= 
GATION IS HOLY, EVERY ONE OF THEM, AND THE LORD 
IS AMONG THEM, WHEREFORE THEN LIFT YE UP YOUR= 
SELVES ABOVE THE CONGREGATION OF THE LoRD? 


HIS was the language of Korah and his company, when 

they gathered themſelves together againſt Moſes and againſt 
Aaron, Neither the rod of God, that enſign of delegated Majeſty, 
in the hand of the one; nor the oil, the mitre, the holy crown, 
thoſe ſacred emblems, which adorned the head of the other, could 
protect them from the ſtrife of theſe ſeditious tongues. Though 
they had ſeen the ſigns and wonders, which Moſes wrought in the 
land of Egypt, and in the Red Sea; though the unruly waves had 
confeſſed his power, and the ſtony rock had before their eyes at 
his word given forth his water, yet could he not appeaſe the rage, 
or ſtill the madneſs of this people. Their faces were harder than 
the rock ; their obdurate hearts knew not how to relent ; neither 
mercies nor judgments could engage their obedience, 
The Jews indeed are repreſented as a perverſe generation, a ſtiff- 
necked people; from whence we might be induced to hope that 
this murmuring and diſcontent, this impatience of ſubmiſſion to 


divine authority, was the effect of ſome peculiar obſtinacy, which 
| C | characterized 
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(4 
characterized the genius of that nation; did not reflection and ex- 
perience convince us, that ambition, envy, and malice, are not 
the growth of any particular country, but the genuine offspring 
of depraved nature, ſhooting up in every age and nation from that 
root of bitterneſs, which interwove itſelf into the human conſtitu- 
tion at the fall of Man. Nor can we wonder that a motive, which 
tempted the innocence, and ſeduced the virtue of our firſt parent, 
when in a ſtate of perfection, ſhould have a fatal influence over 
his fallen race; or that pride, and a luſt of ſuperiority, which 
raiſed rebellion in Heaven, ſhould create diſcord and confuſion 


upon earth. 


Us 


There is in man a principle of ſelf-will, which is naturally im- 
patient of controul, and diſdains ſubjection. This principle diſ- 


covers itſelf in the waywardneſs of our very childhood, and if ſuf- 


fered to grow up, neither reſtrained by the hand of diſcipline, nor 
moderated by a ſenſe of that utility which ariſes to individuals from 


a due ſubordination in ſociety, would be perpetually breaking forth 


into acts of violence and oppreſſion.— Nor are theſe reſtraints ſuf- 
ficient to check its impetuoſity. The force of education is too 
weak to counteract the prevalence of irregular appetites ; whilſt all 
ſenſe of utility ariſing from good order is loſt in thoſe, whoſe ſelf- 
iſh and ſordid views are beſt gratified in times of public confuſion 


and diſtreſs. 


It has therefore been the wiſdom of all communities to guard the 
public peace, and protect the private property of their-ſeveral mem- 
bers by the inſtitution of laws: which, being founded in the depra- 


vity of human nature, and taking their riſe from the enormities 


they are intended to correct, may be conceived, when properly ap- 
plicd, to be an effectual remedy for thoſe evils which diſtract ſo- 
ciety, and diſturb the repoſe of nations. And indeed of all hu- 


man expedients, they are the beſt: calculated to promote this de- 
| ſirable 
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firable'end, Being made for the lawleſs and diſobedient, they are 
armed with ſanctions which may enforce obedience, and influence 
minds loſt to every other motive of juſtice and humanity, They 
addreſs themſelves to the moſt ſenſible of all the paſſions, and urge 
their obſervance by arguments, which moſt powerfully engage our 
attention; they ſpeak to our fears. Not only ſhame and diſgrace, 
but pains and penalties are annexed to the violation of them, The 
ſword of the Magiſtrate is drawn to execute wrath upon the children 
of diſobedience ;- to be a terror to evil works; to repreſs the vio- 
lence, and ſtop the fury of the oppreſſor. | 


Could the efficacy of human laws extend itſelf to every action, 
and their influence be uniformly exerted over every member of the 
community, peace might indeed flouriſh under their protection, and 
righteouſneſs be the fruits thereof. But no ſuch perfection can be 
hoped for from any thing of human compoſition, The powers of 
man are narrow, and contracted in their operation, reaching only 
to the few objects which more immediately attract their notice; 
weak and feeble in their execution, frequently borne down, and 
deſtroyed by thoſe evils they attempt to ſuppreſs. Secret vice eludes 
the hand of civil juſtice; whilſt more audacious villainy bids 
open defiance to its authority. The ordinances therefore of man, 
however well concerted, are of themſelves ineffectual to ſecure the 
peace and good order of ſociety; and the very foundations of go- 
vernment would ſoon be out of courſe, were there no other obliga- 
tions upon men, but what human policy can deviſe to give it ſtabi- 
lity and ſupport. 


In order to eſtabliſh government upon a firm and durable baſis, 
recourſe muſt be had to principles not of mere temporal concern 


to motives which can reach the heart, and influence the conſcience; 


to a power higher than that of man. Conſcious of*this, the wiſeſt 
Heathen Lawgivers have ever introduced into their ſyſtems of polity 
the 
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the ſuperintendance of ſome ſuperior Being, which however idly 
feigned, or ridiculouſly repreſented, according to the vanity of their 
feveral imaginations, yet, under the various diſguiſes of wood or 
ſtone, of reptile or inſet, was ſtill ſuppoſed to be armed with power 
to avenge the violation of thoſe laws, which claimed the ſanction of 
its tutelage and protection. Without ſome invention of this kind, 
which Nature, retaining a faint remembrance of her firſt allegiance 
to the Supreme Being, ſuggeſted ; there-could be no confidence in 
words, no faith in oaths, no fecurity of the People's obedience to 
their Governors, or of their fidelity to each other. 


To theſe Gods of their Country they appealed in all caſes of con- 
troverſy, as the protectors of truth and innocence, and the avengers 
of perfidy and guilt. If then the impreſſions of a falſe religion 
were neceſſary to retain men in a ſtate of obedience, with what ſu- 
perior efficacy muſt the dictates of the true one operate upon their 
minds ?—lf the imaginary terrors of a fabulous Deity could influ- 
ence the actions, and regulate the conduct of its deluded votaries, 


how powerfully muſt the preſence of the real and true God act upon 


the conſciences of thoſe, who live under a ſenſe of his all- ſeeing 
Providence, who acknowledge him to be infinite in wiſdom, juſtice, 
and power? 
5 
When men conſider themſelves placed in their ſeveral ſubordinate 
ſtations, not by mere chance, or by any compact or agreement of 
their own framing, but by the will of Him who is the fountain of 
government, the ſupreme Lord of heaven and earth ; when they 
conſider that all authority, dominion, and power, are his prero- 
gative, and derived from him to thoſe, whom his Providence has 
delegated to be his repreſentatives upon earth ; chearful duty, and 
willing obedience, will be the natural reſult of ſuch reflections. 
To minds under this perſuaſion, the ordinances of man will recom- 
mead themſelves to be, what they really are, the-ordinances of God; 
and 
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and the Magiſtrate, under this character, will appear venerable an 
awful, as the Miniſter of God. 


So cloſe is the connection between government and religion, ſo 
neceſſary the dependence of the one upon the other, that 
without this ſacred band, all civil union would be diſſolved; and 
mankind, given over to their own miſrule, like the jarring elements 
of matter, uncontrouled by that Almighty Power which called them 
into being, and order, would by perpetually warring with one 
another reduce all things into a ſtate of anarchy and confuſion. For 
the ſtorms and tempeſts, which deform the face of nature, do but 
faintly repreſent the fury and rage of thoſe paſſions which rend the 
human breaſt.— But, thanks be to God, He who ruleth the 
raging of the ſea, and the noiſe of the waves, ſtilleth alſo the mad- 
neſs of the people.” By the ſecret workings of his Holy Spirit, 
He turneth the hearts of men like the rivers of water, whitherſo. 


ever he liſteth; making them kindly affectioned one to another, 


gentle, eaſy to be intreated, ready to forgive; meek, patient, obe- 
dient to authority, attentive to every call of ſocial or civil duty. 


Theſe are the bleſſings derived to ſociety from a ſenſe of God's over- 
ruling Providence; theſe the happy effects of religion, when pro- 
feſſed in ſincerity and truth. It is the beſt ſupport of government, 
and the moſt ſolid foundation upon which the throne can be eſta- 
bliſhed. But the moſt fatal conſequences have ever attended the 
abuſe and perverſion of it; inſomuch that if we ſearch the annals 
of hiſtory, we ſhall find that moſt of the miſeries and calamities, in 
which mankind have involved one another, have taken their riſe 
from a falſe zeal for the honour of God, and a ſpecious pretence 
of promoting his ſervice,—Strife, debate, contention, and every 
evil work, have flowed from this ſource of peace and good will; it 
has been uſed to countenance fraud, rapine, rebellion, and murder, 
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When men of corrupt hearts, and heated imaginations, work 
themſelves up into a perſuaſion that they are the peculiar favourites 
of Heaven, and fancy the deluſions of their own diſtempered brain 
to be the inſpirations of the Deity, they are no longer to be holden 


by any tye of civil or moral obligation. Equal to the reſt of man- 


kind upon the common foot of nature, and diſtinguiſhed from them 
by extraordinary marks of divine favour, they deſpiſe the ordinances 
of men, thoſe beggarly elements (as they term them) which hold 
the unenlightened world in ſubjection, and feel in themſelves an 
exeinption from thoſe duties which are derived from human autho- 


rity : every exertion of which appears to them an act of violence 


offered to their conſcience, and an infringement of that liberty, 
which their unruly appetites, under the diſguiſe of divine impulſe, 
have proclaimed to them. Talk you of juſtice to theſe men ? their 
own conceptions are the only meaſure of it —Of obedience ? they 
will tell you, it is due to God only. Nor do they ſtop here; for having 
made their own enthuſiaſtic notions the ſtandard of divine truth, 
the dictates of nature are ſuppreſſed, and the voice of revelation: 
filenced, or made to ſpeak in conformity to that infallible oracle: 


- erected in their own breaſt. Here they pay their blind devotion, 


at this altar they offer up their daily ſacrifice of pride and ſelf- 
conceit; ſetting at nought the lively oracles of God, forſaking 
his altar, and doing deſpite to his Holy Spirit. The Text fur- 


niſhes us with a remarkable inſtance of this ſpirit of infa- 
tuation in men, whoſe obligations to obedience aroſe not from 


the common bleſſings of Providence, but from ſigns and won- 
ders wrought in their deliverance, God had brought them forth 
from the houſe of their bondage with a mighty hand ; He had 
divided the Red Sea to make away for them to eſcape ; He had fed 
them with manna in the wilderneſs, giving them bread from hea- 
ven; He had gathered them with his arm, and carried them in his 
boſom. Such ſtupendous inſtances of divine power and love would 
naturally have excited in generous breaſts the warmeſt reſentments 


of 


„ | 
of gratitude and duty, would have called forth the voice of thankſ- 
giving, and the ſong of praiſe, But to minds ſwoln with pride 
they only furniſh matter of ſelf-applauſe, feeding their vanity, and 
flattering their ambition. The fignal favour of Heaven implied, 
in their over-weening opinion, fingular merit in themſelves ; whoſe 
extraordinary holineſs, they fancied, had rendered them the pe- 
culiar objects of the divine regard. Every bleffing conferred upon 
them enlarged their deſires, and inflamed their infatiable appetites # 
« Luſt came upon them, ſays the holy Pſalmiſt, in the wilderneſs 
and they tempted God in the deſert.” —Every infliction of puniſh< 
ment raiſed their diſcontent and reſentment—** they murmured in 
their tents, and hearkened not to the voice of his words.” Till at 
length the ſpirit of diſcord, no longer to be reſtrained, broke out in- 
to open rebellion. ** Korah, Dathan, and: Abiram, roſe up before 
Moſes with certain of the children of Iſrael, two hundred and fifty 
princes of the aſſembly, men of renown ; and they gathered them- 
ſelves together againſt Moſes, and againſt Aaron, and ſaid unto 
them, © Ye take tov much upon you, ſeeing all the congregation 
is holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among them: Where- 
fore then lift ye up yourſelves above the congregation of the Lord? 


What was the event of this dangerous inſurrection the ſacred 
hiſtory informs us. The Almighty, to vindicate his injured ho- 
nour, and avenge himſelf of thoſe wicked blaſphemers, who had 
aſſumed his holy name to juſtify their rebellion againſt him, aroſe 
in terrible majeſty. *©* The glory of the Lord appeared unto all 
the congregation ; and the Lord faid unto Moſes, and unto Aaron, 
Separate yourſelves from among this congregation, that I may con- 
ſume them in a moment.” Accordingly a ſudden and ſwift de- 
ſtruction overwhelmed them.—** The earth opened her mouth, 
and ſwallowed them up, and they went down alive into the pit, 
and the earth cloſed upon them, and. they periſhed from among. 
the congregation,” 

What 
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What would probably have been the event, had. not the Al- 
mighty interpoſed, we may learn from the hiſtory of this day 
when men of like principles, wearing the ſacred garb of religion, 
and calling themſelves the Saints of the Lord, under the ſanctified 
pretext of eſtabliſhing Chriſt's kingdom, trampled upon authority, 
broke down the fences of law and juſtice, violated the ordinances 
of religion, aboliſhed government, and at length imbrued their 
hands in the blood of their king. 


In vain ſhall we look for the beginning of theſe evils from any 

real or pretended grievances, from any undue ſtretches of prero- 
gative, from any abuſe of royal power, thoſe favourite topics upon 
which the enemies of our conſtitution ſo vehemently declaim. 
No; whatever colour theſe pretences might lend to rebellion, the 
ground-work of it was more deeply laid in the principles of the 
times, in the factious zeal, and turbulent ſpirit of men devoted to 
enthuſiaſm, frenzy, and madneſs, 


Would you trace it to its firſt ſource, you muſt go back to the 
times which immediately ſucceeded the Reformation. That glo- 
rious work, by the gracious providence of God, was no ſooner 
effected, bur, like other bleſſings of Heaven, it was abuſed to the 
worſt of purpoſes. The vine which the Lord had planted, had no 
ſooner taken root in the land, but an evil weed ſprung up under 
its ſhade, and interwove itſelf in its branches; checking the 


| growth, and blaſting the ſruit of the tree which ſupported it. 


The yoke of Popery, under which our forefathers had groaned, 
being now removed from the neck of the people, and the liberty of 
the Goſpel proclaimed to them, one might have hoped, that a 
ſenſe of their wonderful deliverance from more than Egyptian 


bondage, would have inſpired them with one heart and one voice 


to glorify the God of their ſalvation. But inſtead of unity, ten— 
| told 
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fold diſcord aroſe ; inſtead of conformity, ſchiſm in various ſhapes 
diſtracted the church, and rent the body of Chriſt. Men of 
headſtrong paſſions, who knew not how to value the greatneſs of 
the bleſſing they had received, like the rebellious Iſraelites, waxed 
wanton and kicked ; they ſpurned at all order, diſdained ſubordi- 
nation, deſpiſed government; and under the plea of liberty of 
conſcience, gave themſelves up to the wildeſt conceits of fanaticiſm 

and frenzy. From the affected gravity of their deportment, the 
gloomy caſt of their countenance, and their pretences to a more 
pure form of divine worſhip than that eſtabliſhed in the church, 
they acquired the name of Puritans ; a turbulent ſea, whoſe very 
principles were full of rancour and violence, 


Their ungovernable paſſions were for a while checked by the 
moderating hand of a Queen, whoſe vigilance, activity, and reſo- 
lution, gave ſtability to her * and diſtinguiſhed the 
annals of her reign. 


But the affairs of Scotland were more favourable to their deſigns. 
The reins of government were in the hand of a princeſs, whoſe 
indiſcretion and misfortunes raiſed the compaſſion of her friends, 
and the inſolence of her enemies. The ſtate was weakened by 


factions, and the foundations of the reformed church ſhaken by 


the unhappy attachment of the ſovereign to the ſuperſtition of the 
religion in which ſhe had been educated. Theſe times of diſtrac- 
tion opened a way to the aſpiring views of men, who, under a 
pretence of new modelling the church, aſſumed to themſelves all 
that authority of which Popery had been ſtript, and upon the ruins 
of Romiſh tyranny erected their own. 


If the Pope tiled himſelf the head of the church, they, though 
they aboliſhed the title, retained the power of it to themklves, 
becoming many Heads, and Lords over God's heritage ; ſummon- 

| E ing 
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ing the Biſhops * to their tribunal, ſubjecting them to their cen- 
ſures, and at length prohibiting the exerciſe of the epiſcopal office 
under pain of excommunication; thus throwing down the pillars 
of the church, upon which it had reſted for ages, and placing 
themſelves in their room. 


If the Pope claimed a juriſdiction over princes, their claims were 
not inferior, but more rigorouſly exerted, even to the impriſoning 
and depoling of their own lawful ſovereign. 


If the Pope abſolved ſubjects from their allegiance, they could 
upon every pretence ſound the trumpet of rebellion, and compel 
them to engage in a ſolemn covenant to take up arms againſt their 


king and country. 


If the Pope pretended to infallibility, they + were moved by 
the unerring impulſe of the Holy Spirit, under whoſe pretended 
influence they committed every enormity ; blaſphemouſly attribu- 
ting to his inſpiration, what they afterwards confeſſed to be the 


contrivance of their own evil machinations. 


If we now contraſt this character with the deſcription of hea- 
venly wiſdom, given us by St. James, we ſhall ſoon diſcover the 
ſpirit by which theſe men were actuated. ** The wiſdom that is 
from above, ſays the Apoſtle, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and eaſy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocriſy ; and the fruit of righteouſneſs 
js ſown in peace of them that make peace.” Their wiſdom on the 
contrary was to create diſcord, to ſtir up ſedition, to ſpeak evil of 

dignitics, to deſpiſe dominion—they had bitter envying. and ftrife 


* See Spotſwood's Hiſtory of Scotland, p. 302. 
+ Ibid, p. 430—31, &c, 


( 
in their hearts. This wiſdom, ſays the ſame Apoſtle, deſcend- 
eth not from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh ; for where 
envying and ftrife is, there is confuſion, and every evil work.” — 
Such was the ſpirit which at this time poſſeſſed Scotland. 


Upon the union of the two crowns, by the acceſſion of James to 
the throne of England, the ſame ſpirit began to move itſelf here, 
and though it did not immediately break out into acts of ſedition, 
yet, like peſtilential vapour confined within the bowels of the 
earth, it gave frequent intimations of its fiery nature, till at length, 
in the reign of his ſon, it burſt forth with ſuch fury as to ſhake the 
king from his throne, and to involve law, juſtice, liberty, and re- 
ligion, in one common ruin. 


It has indeed been frequently aſſerted, that this tempeſt was 
raiſed by other cauſes; that the deſpotic diſpoſition, the arbitrary 
proceedings, and the tyrannical government of the king, after 
numberleſs oppreſſions patiently ſubmitted to, rouſed at length the 
fpirit of an injured people in defence of their liberty and laws ; that 
they had frequently applied for redreſs of grievances ; had often 
petitioned for their rights, had uſed every method of perſuaſion 
and remonſtrance without ſucceſs, before they had recourſe to thoſe 
meaſures, which a ſenſe of their injuries inſpired, and neceſſity 
ſufficiently juſtified. But to every unprejudiced perſon this apology 
for rebellion will appear as groundleſs as it is baſe. Their com- 
plaints preceded even their pretended grievances, and continued 
after thoſe grievances were redreſſed. They felt indeed one, which 
to men of their caſt will ever be a real grievance; the eſtabliſhment 
of epiſcopacy in the church, and monarchy in the ſtate ; of both 
which their levelling principles were equally ſubverſive. 


I mean not to defend every meaſure taken by the adminiſtration, 


or to Jy every expedient they had recourſe to in ſupport of 
governmeat, 
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government, when the regular and conſtitutional ſupplies were 
unreaſonably withdrawn from it. To ſuppoſe that they were ex- 
empt from the common paſſions, infirmities, or errors of human 
nature, would be to forget that they were men : to pretend that 
in thoſe difficult and perplexing conj unctures they exactly regulated 
every motion by the even hand of juſtice and prudence, would be 
in effect to attribute to them a degree of perfection far beyond the 


reach of human wiſdom, or virtue, to attain. 


To purſue the hiſtory of theſe troubles through all its various 
ſcenes, is likewiſe beyond iny preſent deſign, which aims only at 
pointing out the true ſource of them; and that I am not miſtaken 
in deriving it from the puritanical principles of the times, may be col- 
lected from their favorite“ hiſtorian. His words are to this effect, 
« There were two parties (then) in England; the one conſiſted of 
„ courtiers, and rigid epiſcopalians, who being moſt ſcrupulouſly at- 

„ tached to the hierarchy, firmly believed the Scots were in the 
« wrong to reject with ſo much obſtinacy this hierarchy, eſtabliſhed 
« thirty years by act of parliament ; theſe looked upon the Scots as 
* rebels, and wiſhed to ſee them puniſhed for their rebellion. The 
« other party was compoſed of puritans ; under which denomination 
« were included not only the church-puritans, but alſo the ſtate- 
« puritans (i. e.) all thoſe who were diſcontented with the govern— 
ment; and thought the king aſſumed a power which belonged 
% not to him. Theſe were far from diſapproving the Scots 


„conduct,“ though (he ſhould have added) at that time in 


open rebellion againſt their ſovereign. He has here drawn 
out the contending parties on each fide: the rigid epiſcopalians 
as he is pleaſed, ſcemingly by way of reproach, to call them, on 
one hand; the church and ſtate puritans on the other. The object 


* Rapin. Hiſt. d'Angleterre, tom. vii. p. 500. 


of 


* 
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of conteſt was no leſs than the preſervation or abolition of epiſcopacy 


and monarchy ; the conflict was long and doubtful ; the event fatal; 


fatal to the beſt of princes, who fell a victim to the rage of his rebel- 


lious ſubjects;- fatal to the guilty nation; whoſe proud triumph ſtain- 
ed with the blood of their ſovereign, brought ſwift deſtruction upon 
themſelves, and laſting infamy upon their poſterity. I have no in- 
clination to diſcloſe thoſe ſcenes of horror and confuſion which pre- 
ceded, or followed the bloody deed; when uſurpation and tyranny in 
juſt vengeance of their complicated guilt, ruled the people with 
a rod of iron, and broke them in pieces like a potter's veſſel.” 
Let me rather divert your thoughts from the impious cruelty of 
his murtherers to the contemplation of thoſe divine virtues which 
ſhone fore | in the life and death of the royal martyr. 


Perhaps no character in hiſtory has been ſo cloſely inſpected, fo 
ſeverely examined by the eye of malice, as his ; and no character has 
better ſtood the fiery trial. Not only his public actions, but his 
moſt private thoughts, and ſecret intentions, have been expoſed to the 
view of the world, by thoſe who neither wanted power to diſcover 
the truth, nor malevolence to diſguiſe it. And yet after all their 
miſrepreſentations, the tongue of ſlander has been able to caſt no 
reflection upon his royal virtues, but whit time and impartial exami- 
nation have already in a great meaſurejobviated, and will, I 2 
fully confute. When his private inſtructions ® to his miniſters 
and Agents, his coreſpondence with his ſecretaries, his boſom ſenti- 
ments communicated without reſerve to his moſt familiar friends, 
and faithful ſervants, ſhall be laid before the public, they will have 
abundant reaſon to admire his abilities, to applaud his integrity, to 
praiſe his conſtancy and patience, to celebrate his unſhaken attach- 


To be publiſhed in the 2d volume of Srarr Partrs, now in the Clarendon 
Preſs, 
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ment to true religion; to deplore his death, and reverence his me 
mory. | 


In the mean while, this day of public faſting and humiliation will 
naturally raiſe in our minds other reflections ſuitable tothe ſad occaſion 
of it. It will bring to our thoughts the heavy load of national guilt 
contracted by our forefathers, which, we have reaſon to fear, may yet 
remain uncancelled inthe books of heaven, increaſed by the additional 
and complicated fins of their deſcendants. It will recall to our me- 
mory the calamities of thoſe times, when violence and rapine filled 
the land, and ſuch ſcenesof ſlaughter and blood every where preſented 
themſelves, as ought, for the honour of our country, to be for ever 
hid from the human view. It will fill us with a juſt abhorrence of the 
principles and practices of thoſe bloody-minded men, who, under 
the ſanctified pretence of promoting the honour of God, committed 
every cruelty which their own ſullen religious malice, or the inſtigation 
of the devil, could inſpire. It ſhould likewiſe put us on our guard 
againſt the attempts of men, who have artfully revived thoſe diſputes- 
in the church, and clamours in the ſtate, which. once terminated in- 
the/ruin of theſe kingdoms. 


I pray God we may profit by the fatal experience of former ages, 
and learn. wiſdom from the inſtructive folly of our anceſtors ! I pray 
God that even in this our day. we may know the things that belong 
to our peace, before they are hid from our eyes. May we all, ani- 
- mated by that zeal for our religion and love of our country,. which 
inſpired the ſong of the Pſalmiſt, unite our wiſhes and endeavours. 
for the. peace and proſperity of our church and nation,—* O pray 
for the peace of Jeruſalem ; they ſhall proſper that love thee ; Peace 
be within thy walls, and plenteouſneſs within thy palaces! For my 
brethren and companions ſakes I will wiſh thee. proſperity ; yea, 
becauſe of the houſe of the Lord. our God I. will ſeek to do thee. 


good.” 


And. 


* 


212 2 
And while we behold the bright reſemblance of thoſe princely 
virtues, which adorned the royal martyr, now ſhining forth in 
the perſon of our gracious ſovereign, let us earneſtly addreſs the 
throne of mercy, that the guilt of an ungrateful abandoned 
people may not cauſe this ſun to be withdrawn from us, nor quench 
the light of Iſrael. | 


Veneris, 31 Die Januarii, 1772. 
ORDERED, 

HAT the Thanks * of this Houſe be given to the 
Reverend Doctor Mowell, for the Sermon by him 
preached Yeſterday, before this Houſe, at Sz. Margaret's, 
Weſtminſter ; and that he be defired to print the ſame ; 
and that Sir William Dolben, Mr. Page, and Mr. Alexander 

Popham, do acquaint him therewith. 


J. Ars B11 


Cl. Dom. Com. 


* On Tueſday February 25, 1772, a Motion was made in the Houſe of Commons 
for expunging out of their Journals theſe Thanks, which motion was carried by a- 
great majority, 152 for the motion, 41 againſt it. 
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